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disclaimer

   lds business & Professionals association board

Laurence Day
Chairperson
lkday@internet.co.nz

Ryan Harris 
Exec Member for Finance
ryanharris@gmail.com

Jennis Lawrence 
Exec Member for Membership

jennisl80@gmail.com

David McKay 
Exec Member Website & Database

david@mantravision.com

Moses Armstrong 
Exec Member LDS Self Reliance NZ 
Country Manager

mosesarmstrong@ldschurch.org

LDS Business Association 
PO BOX 48164
Auckland 0600
info@ldsba.org.nz 
Twitter 
Facebook

This eMag is produced by the LDS Business & Professionals Association in New Zealand. It’s 
focus is to inform, motivate and inspire. It is not an official publication of the LDS Church, 
and any news and opinions expressed are those of the authors or editor.
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   letter from CHAIRMAN

Recap 2014 & Precap 2015 - 
Support the YSA 
Conference 2015 
In 2014 the Church started a program 
called Self-Reliance Services. It has a 
strong emphasis on career & financial 

goals. Moses Armstrong was appointed as the Self-
Reliance Services NZ, Country Manager.
During the last year we have spent some time realigning 
the LDSBA into the LDSBPA and have now become a 
resource to stakes and wards in the areas of Training, 
Fellowshipping and Mentoring.
To that end we are running seminars for anyone 
interested in business and/or career development. We 
will also be running programs such as Launching Leaders 
for younger people interested in supercharging their 
careers.
We have thrown significant resources, support and 
encouragement at promoting the YSA Conference in 
2015. The keynote presenters at the Conference will 
actually be the founding personal of the Launching 
Leaders program.
Therefore we encourage church members, parents and 
young people to help YSA attend this program. This 
month’s magazine gives insight into the background of 
the keynote presenters for LDSBPA subscribers and we 
encourage you to get in behind it. 
You will see that the cost of attending this event is 
far out weighed by the significant investment you are 
making in your future.
The LDSBPA will also be running another Launching 
Leaders program targeted at 18 to 40 yr olds in Hamilton 
and Auckland in April 2015 – one night a week, as a 12 
week program. Participants will create a 
1 Life Plan
2 Career Plan  and
3 Business Plan
Also in 2015 we will be expanding the Friday Night 
Seminars from Hamilton to Auckland – Topics Include:
1 Entrepreneurship 
2 eBusiness and
3 Property - Buying your First home and Investing in 
more property.

Regards, Laurence Day

Prophets and Church leaders are 
deeply interested in the welfare 

of young single adults. 
“We do live in turbulent times. Often 
the future is unknown; therefore, 
it behooves us to prepare for 
uncertainties. Statistics reveal that at 
some time, for a variety of reasons, 
you may find yourself in the role 
of financial provider. I urge you to 
pursue your education and learn 
marketable skills so that, should such 
a situation arise, you are prepared” 
(Thomas S. Monson, Ensign, Nov. 2004, 116).

   editor’s note

Mark Fantham 
Editor of Aspire eMag
editor@ldsba.org.nz

Peter Skoludek 
Photographer 
02040096178

A Sunday School teacher asked 
her class why Joseph and 

Mary took Jesus with them to 
Jerusalem.
A small child replied, 
‘They couldn’t get a baby-sitter.’

Weddings, Birthdays, Family Shots & 
Special Occasions, give me a call
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NZ YSA Conference : February 5–8, 2015
ASB Showgrounds, Auckland, New Zealand
All young single adults ages 18 to 30 in New 
Zealand are invited to a nationwide YSA 
conference, Waitangi Weekend 2015.
Come participate in fantastic activities, workshops, 
and devotionals with YSAs who share your 
standards.

Guest Speakers

1 Steve & Ginger Hitz
1 Soaring with Your Strengths
2 Take Control of Your Life
3 Habits of Success

2 James & Carolyn Ritchie
1 Discovering who You are
2 Good to Great
3 Awaken Yourself

3 Terry & Mary Pitts
1 Do You have Inner Peace?
2 Formula for Greater Happiness & Financial 
Independence
3 Soaring with the Eagles not Scratching with 
the Chickens

Registration closes 20 January 2015. You will not 
be registered until you have paid in full and we 
have your Bishops approval. 
THERE WILL BE NO REGISTRATIONS AT CONFERENCE

Register Here
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RANDOM PICS Young Single Adult Musical Fireside 30th Nov 2014 Peter Skoludek
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Is Aspiring for More 
than what You have, 
Sinful?

Paul the Apostle said “...
for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, 

therewith to be content.” 
(Philippians 4:11)
“Sometimes it is easy to think; 
financial success is not my lot” 
explains Brother Hitz.
Paul however also taught “But 
covet earnestly the best gifts: 
and yet I show unto you a more 
excellent way.”  (1 Corinthians 
12:31)
“A more excellent way” means 
being totally converted to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
doing all that we can to fulfil 
those covenants we make in 
becoming His disciples. (Robert 
E. Sackley – General Conference 
Oct 1988)
“That means you can aspire 
for more,” Brother Steve Hitz 
says. “It’s not being greedy to 
want to achieve a result in your 
life that will bless others. Not 
just being blessed financially, 
but also being blessed in the 
way we can serve others and 
maximize our divine potential.”
Steve also goes on to say, “The 
more excellent way besides 
learning how to be more 
charitable means to recognize 
our divine heritage and then try 
to achieve our divine potential. 
Heavenly Father sees much 

more in us than we see in 
ourselves.” 
“We want to instill hope for a 
generation that lacks hope or 
doesn’t believe success is for 
them. Recognizing your divine 
potential, becoming all that 
Heavenly Father has planned 
for you to be and becoming a 
good steward over all that you 
are and hope to be, are integral 
to the joy intended for each of 
us.”
Steve & Ginger Hitz will be 
teaching 3 interactive classes 
of 45 minutes each:
1 Soaring with Your Strengths
What is written upon your heart 
about what you would like 
to achieve in life? How does 
that fit in with your Patriarchal 
Blessing?
2 Take Control of Your Life
Learn about the cycle of divine 
guidance. How to have faith and 
act with urgency.  Be at peace 
with heaven’s timing and live 
well.
3 Habits of Success 
This discussion will help shape 
the habits that lead to Eternal 
Life by developing the most 
effective sign/light posts along 
the way, killing the demons, 
resurrecting the best in you and 
beginning anew.q

Steve & Ginger Hitz are entrepreneurs at 
heart; having built together and sold a 
company which is one of the largest of its 
kind operating in the United States and 
Canada. Steve still serves as CEO.
Their more recent entrepreneurial 
ventures are in banking, farming, 

Leadership Training and real 
estate. They are working 
with some of their children in 
launching a family sustainable 
farm.
Steve is the primary author of 
The Ministry of Business, the 

roots of which were set in the 
soils of New Zealand, where the 
Launching Leaders program was 
first kicked off.
They are currently called to 
work with Elder Gay on the 
International Self Reliance 
program.
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RANDOM PICS Young Single Adult Musical Fireside 30th Nov 2014 Tiarikiriki Chrisohoou
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“We have taken 
some of the best 
training in the 

world and made it available 
to YSA. This material is the 
gospel in action” explains 
James Ritchie
James and wife Carolyn have 
been teaching the Launching 
Leaders material for 30 years, 
on 4 different continents. “We 
were practicing it out of the 
Hillcrest Institute in Hamilton 
NZ back in 97 to 99” says 
James. 
“We’re taught about Captain 
Moroni, Paul and others at 
church and we know how 
that works on a Sunday, but 
we seldom realise what the 
application for the rest of the 
week is. 
What a lot of people don’t 
realise is that the principles 
which are taught by these 
great leaders are applicable in 
everyday life.”
The 3 classes James & Carolyn 
will be teaching:  

1 Discovering Who You Are  
Once Moses knew who he was 

he went from a sheepherder to 
one of the greatest leaders of 
all time.

2 Good to Great 
How you go from being a good 
person to a great person.

3 Awaken Yourself 
How you move from a dreamer, 
to a thinker, to a story teller, 
to a leader and how you gain 
confidence.
James goes on to say “The 
reason we came to this earth is 
to gain confidence in ourselves. 
D&C 121 “…then shall thy 
confidence wax strong in the 
presence of God…
If we can just get control of our 
hearts and minds, we can have 
confidence someday to stand 
even in the presence of God. 
How do we do that?
We need to practice it. You 
learn the formula, you try it 
once, you get success, you try it 
again and then over a period of 
time it becomes a part of you.
We love New Zealand and we 
are looking forward to coming 
back.” q

Become
Over the last 40 years, Jim Ritchie 
has been part of various successful 
business ventures, including 
serving as Senior V.P. for Franklin 
Quest (now Franklin Covey). He 
is a member of BYU President’s 
Leadership Council for both Provo 
and Hawaii, a member of the NAC 
for the Marriott School of Business, 
and has served as an adjunct 
professor at Provo. 
He has also served as a Board 
member and NAC advisor to 
Southern Virginia University. 
Ritchie and wife Carolyn Orton 
have spent nineteen years serving 
full time in Church service on 4 
continents, which has included 
serving as Bishop, Stake President 
in Simi Valley, Mission President 
in Roanoke, Missionary Training 
Center President in Ghana, 
Institute Director in New Zealand, 
CES Area Director in Africa and 
Regional Representative in the 
Provo Region. 
 Jim and Carolyn recently returned 
from a three year mission at 
BYU–Hawaii where he served as 
the first volunteer Director of the 
Willes Center for International 
Entrepreneurship. Their latest 
missionary adventure was 
to the Washington DC South 
mission where they served as 
YSA Specialists and were recently 
asked to transfer back to (Salt 
Lake City) to work with Elder Gay 
on the International Self Reliance 
program. 

Something

We want to help kids
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Terry has had five of his own 
healthcare technology companies 
during his 40 year career, as well 
as being the Senior Managing 
partner at Coopers & Lybrand 
running the HIT practice for the 
United States.
Terry is currently the Managing 
Partner for a Mergers and 
Acquisition firm in the Healthcare 
technology space. They buy 
and sell Healthcare technology 
companies in the USA and 
Canada.
Terry & Mary love working 
with the Ritchies and Hitz in 
the Launching Leaders and The 

Ministry of Business efforts. They 
were the couple that took what 
the Ritchies innovated into the 
New Zealand soils where the 
Launching Leaders program was 
first kicked off. They are excited 
about coming “back home” to 
Auckland.
They are currently called to serve 
on the International Self Reliance 
committee (with the Ritchies and 
the Hitz), having recently served 
as temple workers for over the last 
decade, a mission in Washington 
DC and then in New Zealand. They 
both love working with the youth 
of the church.

When Terry & Mary 
Pitts were 25 years 
old they came to a 

fork in the road and decided 
to join the church. Since then 
a number of their family have 
come into the church, also in 
miraculous circumstances.
“When you come to a fork in 
the road please trust that there 
are deliberate steps you can 
take to seize control of your 
life,” says Terry.
Terry & Mary Pitts will be 
teaching 3 interactive classes 
of 45 minutes each:

1 Do you have inner peace? 
When charting our life’s 
course, true principles become 
our compass and will give 
us confidence to achieve 
our desires. Your personal 
constitution is such a compass 
– the guiding document for 
how to attain your loftiest 
goals, live your daily life and 
achieve inner peace. 

2 Formula for Greater 
Happiness & Financial 
Independence 
Heavenly Father knows our 
potential is limitless. We can 
control our lives and reach 
our Divine potential. The 
“Formula” will show you how 
to envision your potential and 
then achieve it.

3 Soaring with the Eagles not 
Scratching with the Chickens 
Formula for developing 
leadership skills. Each 
student will learn the basic 
characteristics of developing 
leadership skills for life and 
soar to greater heights than 
they ever thought possible.q

We decided to join the church, 
phone rings - what a surprise? 
My brother and his wife are joining too
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