
A Career in Law?

I Never 
Thought 
I'd be a 
Coroner

2016 Review
2017 Preview

Dineen 
Grantham
Grantham 
Law

Judges 
Respect
LDS 
Lawyers

Tom Sutcliffe
Gordon Matenga
Brandt Shortland

Rahui Katene
Soraya Barker

Dineen Grantham
Jonathan Down

Keith Thompson
Robert Cammock

Jared Ormsby

Bumper Christmas Issue

My Mission 
Prepared 
Me for 
Life as a 
Diplomat

L D S  B U S I N E S S  &  P R O F E S S I O N A L s  N E W S  N Z
dec 2016



EDITOR  Mark Fantham  .  PHOTOGRAPHER  Peter Skoludek  .  PROOF READER Dorothy Dando 

IN THIS ISSUE:

LDS 
Business & 
Professionals' 
Association Board 
Letter from the 
Chairman and
Editor’s Note

Have you got an 
inspiring, funny or 
remarkable story 
to tell, about your 
career or business 
journey?
Contact me and 
we’ll consider you 
for publication -> 
editor@ldsba.org.nz

4

2

dec 2016

Work Has No 
Substitute
Tom Sutcliffe

A S P I R E

6 10
I Never Thought 
I'd be a Coroner
Gordon Matenga

Grantham Law
Dineen 
Grantham

Judges Respect 
LDS Lawyers
Brandt Shortland

All Lawyers do 
is Speak, Read & 
Write English
Keith Thompson

LA Law - That 
Looks Like Fun!
Jared Ormsby

Law is an 
Honourable 
Profession
Soraya Barker

16 18 19

Thinking of 
a Career in 

Law?

9
Thinking of a 
Career in Law?
Mark Fantham



EDITOR  Mark Fantham  .  PHOTOGRAPHER  Peter Skoludek  .  PROOF READER Dorothy Dando 

3

11 13 14
Grantham Law
Dineen 
Grantham

I had a Strong 
Sense of Public 
Duty
Jonathan Down

Maori Party MP
Rahui Katene

Law is an 
Honourable 
Profession
Soraya Barker

My Mission 
Prepared me 
for Life as a 
Diplomat
Robert (Pita)
Cammock

20 22

Your 
Pathway 

to Success

12
Your Pathway to 
Success in Law
Mark Fantham

The Go-Giver - 
Book Review
Mark Fantham

23
A S P I R E



disclaimer

   lds business & Professionals association board

Laurence Day
Chairman
lkday@internet.co.nz

Ryan Harris 
Exec Member for Finance
ryansharris@gmail.com

David McKay 
Exec Member Website & Database
david@mantravision.com

Moses Armstrong 
Exec Member LDS Self Reliance NZ 
Country Manager
mosesarmstrong@ldschurch.org

LDS Business Association 
PO BOX 48164
Auckland 0600
info@ldsba.org.nz 
Twitter 
Facebook

This eMag is produced by the LDS Business & Professionals Association in 
New Zealand. It’s focus is to inform, motivate and inspire. It is not an official 
publication of the LDS Church, and any news and opinions expressed are those of 
the authors or editor.

4

https://twitter.com/LDSBA_NZ
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Aspire-LDS-Business-Professional-News/709210862485922


   letter from CHAIRMAN    editor’s note

5

Mark Fantham 
Editor 
editor@ldsba.org.nz
07 282 0201

YOUR PICTURE HERE
we are looking for a new 
photographer (voluntary)
contact the editor.

Dorothy Dando
Proof Reader
ddando@clear.net.nz

How 2016 Shaped Up 
and 

What’s Happening in 
2017

The LDS-BPA is all about encouraging people 
to utilize their time more wisely.
We remind you to read the books, go to the seminars, 
take the training and get a mentor, to achieve the 
successful outcomes we all want.

2106 was a heck of year. 
In both Auckland and Hamilton we put on the 
Friday Night Seminar Series:
• Entrepreneurship
• Sales
• Marketing
• Protecting Your Assets with Wills & Trusts  
• How to Start an Online Business in 10 Weeks
• Property Investment
• Buying Your First Home
• Lift Your Game
A total of 35 free life, changing seminars to help you 
become more self-reliant. 
In both Auckland and Hamilton we also hosted the 12 
week program called 'Launching Leaders'.  A 12 week 
course that teaches you how to become successful in 
finance, management and leadership) endorsed by 
the LDS Business College.  
 

In 2017 we will be hosting Launching Leaders in 
April. 

First up however, in February is a new (FNS) Friday 
Night Seminar called 

‘Overcoming the Fear of Public Speaking’.

regards, 

Laurence Day

Considering a 
Career in 

Law?
We put this Christmas issue together 
to help you and/or your kids plot 
their way through, to a successful 
career in law.  It's a wide field and 
many opportunities therein.



Work Has No

Criminal Defence Lawyer, Tom 
Sutcliffe of Hamilton New Zealand 
(Stake President – Glenview) 

joined the church when he was 19 years 
old, with no goals and no thought of 
any career prospects except to become 
a professional soccer player.  
That dream was put to one side when in 1980 
he was called to serve as a fulltime missionary 
in the Germany Hamburg Mission.
While in the full-time service of the Lord, he 
learned that ‘he loved to learn, and he had a 
capacity to work hard ’.  Each of his missionary 
companions aimed to go on to higher learning 
when they got home and often talked to him 
along those lines.
Tom’s Mission President Richard Klein told 
him he was a clever man, but warned him not 
to try and bluff his way through life without 
an education.  Tom set his sights on attending 
University.
Having learned to speak German on his 
mission, he thought it would be a good start 
for his university studies.  Mathematics and 
Science just never clicked with him.  He had 
sheet metal working experience as a trade, but 
deep down never visualized himself as such. 
There wasn’t much left to choose from, 
so… self directed and without a mentor he 
took “Legal Systems” as a paper at Victoria 
University.
“I decided to give law a crack”, says Tom.  
“Even though I had never written an essay 

Substitute

Tom Sutcliffe
tom@thackeraychambers.co.nz

6



7

before and I was badly prepared for law 
school, I was really determined to find a way to 
provide for my future family. 
“My bishop at the time advised me to treat my 
study as if it already was ‘a full-time job’, even 
though I would have free time I needed to be 
disciplined, if I was going to succeed.
“So I did, I treated the university library like 
it was my office. I checked in every morning 
when the library opened and checked out 
around 6pm.  I worked on Saturdays.  I took 
a packed lunch, worked also on holidays and 
often had late nights,” he continues.
“I also started a cleaning business with another 
student and employed other LDS kids. “Once 
I got through the ‘Legal Systems’ paper I 
realized ‘I could actually become ...a lawyer’. 
“At that time I had no idea what fields of 
specialization I could take as there was no 
clear pathway and there were no mentors to 
point the way.” 
Looking for a steady income to support his 
wife and two (soon to be three) children, Tom 
took a job at the Crown Law Office as a clerk. 
It was a small operation at the time but he was 
the administrative assistant to the Solicitor 
General, Paul Neazor. 
Tom goes on, “It gave me an opportunity to 
see leading litigators in action. Sometimes 
I’d go into the high court to watch lawyers 
apply their trade in trials. Lawyers like Michael 
Bungay, and others, making opening addresses, 
building their case and making closing 
addresses. 

It is the eternal, inescapable law that growth comes 
only from work and preparation, whether the growth 
be material, mental, or spiritual. Work has no 
substitute. 
J. Reuben Clark

'I thought to myself 
...I could do that!'

“A tutor I had at the time on my professional’s 
course, gave me a tip that if I wanted ‘on my 
feet experience’ as a court lawyer, I could get 
it quicker by working in the provinces.  So I 
took a job offer in Taranaki because there was 
a High Court Registry there and it would mean I 
could get High Court trial experience.
“Also, at the end of my university experience, 
John McLinden gave a lecture during which he 
gave advice on how to get ahead as a litigator.  
Among his suggestions was to offer to work as 
a ‘junior’ lawyer for senior lawyers, for free.  So 
Tom wrote a letter to all the known Queen’s 
Councils (QC’s) in New Zealand to see if he 
could team up with them.
“I got to ‘junior’ in high profile criminal cases 
for QC’s; Michael Bungay and Michael Lance 
in my first year, and I also went to the Court of 
Appeal with Les Atkins and Mr Bungay. 
“The fact that I was willing to do so much work 
for no remuneration just to get experience, fast 
tracked me into doing my own criminal work in 
my own practice.
“I was assigned to my first solo High Court 
trial within my first year of practice in front 
of Justice Robertson who later went on to 
become the president of the Law Commission. 
I sweated so hard over that trial that I ate, 
slept and drank the preparation. I was petrified 
because I was at that time only one year out of 
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university and it was my debut into the High 
Court. I didn’t want to make a dogs breakfast of 
it.
“My client was convicted but Justice Robertson 
was very encouraging indicating that he felt I 
had done a particularly good job.”
Tom also does some relationship property 
work and is from time to time appointed by the 
Court as AMICUS (an impartial adviser) such 
as when he represented the group of firemen 
and their families who were victims of a large 
industrial fire in Tamahere, Hamilton some 
years ago.  
From time to time Tom is also called upon 
to prosecute cases on behalf of the Crown. 
He also does appellate work 
having appeared in the Court 
of Appeal and the Supreme 
Court.
Tom points out, “Life as a 
criminal lawyer is challenging 
work and is not for everyone. 
You are constantly in conflict 
and at times dealing with 
difficult clients and difficult 
situations. Your skill is often 
the only thing that stands 
between your client and a 
lengthy custodial sentence. In 
such situations your client and 
their family’s expectations ride 
on your shoulders and they place a great deal 
of trust in you. At times those expectations are 
unrealistic.  
“Being a criminal lawyer can be rewarding 
both personally and financially.  Assisting 
individuals and families through some of the 
most challenging times of their lives is one 
aspect. Financial rewards come, but they are 
well earned.  The cauldron of the criminal trial 
is an unforgiving environment. Being easily 
offended or hurt by perceived criticism does 
not augur well for aspiring criminal lawyers.  
If you go ahead with this career path, you must 
be sure you have what it takes. Tom’s days 
frequently start at 7am and or earlier and will 
often rarely finish before 6pm at night and 
when he has trials, often working Saturday is 
required just to keep up with his workload. 
“When I am in a long trial often lasting some 
weeks the phone at my office and my mobile 
keep ringing, the emails continually pour in 

and clients want things done yesterday,” he 
explains.
“Clients and the courts want you and they have 
the technology to access you 24/7. Lawyers 
generally have a strong sense of social 
conscience and that combined with a feeling 
of professional obligations, can result in the 
individual placing themselves under more 
pressure than necessary.  
“The path I took to fast track my criminal 
career is no longer available and there is a 
particular pathway that must be followed now, 
which is positive as it involves a great deal 
more mentoring than I enjoyed.
“Top criminal defence lawyers can expect 

to earn a handsome income 
especially if they have the rank 
of QC. However, the road is 
generally a long and hard one 
and the rewards along the way 
when compared to other areas 
of legal practice are pretty 
modest. I don’t know any rich 
lawyers. I know some who are 
quite comfortable financially. 
But if you want significant 
financial rewards avoid the 
law,” says Tom.
A modestly successful mid 
ranked Criminal Defence 
Lawyer at the private bar can 

earn between $100,000 - $200,000 a year 
before tax.

The career path now, for a 
Criminal Defense Lawyer is:
1 Join up with a Criminal Barrister’ chambers 
(a group of barristers or one senior barrister) 
and do a period of supervision much like an 
apprenticeship 
or

2 Join a law firm that allows you to do 
criminal work (there are very few). 
or

3 You get yourself employed by the 
Public Defense Service, which operates in 
Auckland, Hamilton, Tauranga, Wellington and 
Christchurch. There you will get some tutelage 
and training. q
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Barristers work mainly in the courts and 
tribunals. Their work includes presenting 
evidence, making submissions on behalf of 
their clients, representing parties in criminal 
trials, handling domestic disputes in Family 
Courts, dealing with civil claims for damages 
and compensation.

Solicitors may be involved in general 
advisory work, property transactions, estates, 
arranging finance and commercial work. 
They may also be involved in drafting wills, 
administering estates, advising on tax, forming 
companies, making contracts and raising or 
securing loans.
Lawyers can work as barristers or solicitors and 
many of them are in private practice. There 
are growing opportunities to work outside 
traditional private practice.

To practice as a lawyer you must:
• hold a Bachelor of Laws Degree (LLB), from 
a university: Auckland, AUT, Waikato, Victoria, 
Canterbury or Otago. This normally takes four 
years of full time study. 
• complete a practical course administered by 
the Institute of Professional Legal Studies(IPLS) 
or the College of Law New Zealand.
• be admitted to the roll of Barristers and 
Solicitors of the High Court of New Zealand.

Thinking of a career

• hold a current practicing certificate from the 
New Zealand Law Society.

Career options
Legal graduates work in a wide range of areas:
•  private practice
•  parliamentary drafting
•  the public service
•  public companies
•  university teaching
•  the judiciary
•  research
•  law reform
•  local government
•  private companies
•  state-owned enterprises.

Legal Executive
Some people are interested in the law but 
choose not to train and practice as a lawyer. 
There are opportunities to work in a number of 
areas such as a legal executive, court reporter, 
court registrar or legal secretary.
The Law Society, through NZLS CLE Ltd, 
administers a course of study for people 
wanting to work as a legal executive.
q

A lawyer is a highly trained specialist who will give advice on the best course of action a client can 
take in matters relating to the law. Lawyers work professionally and independently to look after 

the interests of others. Lawyers trained in New Zealand are qualified to practice as both barristers 
and solicitors.

 in law?

source: https://www.leap.vic.edu.au/students/law
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“Mathematics and science were strong 
subjects for me at high school. I also 
topped out in languages,” says Gordon 
Matenga, Hamilton Coroner and First 
Councilor in the Temple View Stake 
Presidency. 
“When I left Church College I got a job working 
for Housing Corp and The Rural Bank where 
they placed me in their shared legal section. 
That seemingly ‘random act’ placed me in a 
position to see what lawyers did each day.
“Once I learned how much they got paid (six 
times what I was getting at the time) I thought 
to myself …‘I could do this.’”
Next, Australia Brisbane Mission was calling, 
and Gordon served there with some time in 
Torres Strait Islands. 
Gordon goes on, “After my mission I went 
straight back to where I had worked and tried 
them on for some part time study. They weren’t 
agreeable, so I decided to ‘go it alone’ and be a 
fulltime student. That turned out to be a great 
decision.
“I attended Auckland Law School and in my 
third year applied for a ‘summer clerking job’. I 
was successful and started with Auckland firm 
Simpson Grierson. At the end of that summer, 
they offered me a job as a lawyer which I 
gratefully accepted.

Gordon explains, “Two years later I moved to 
Hamilton and joined a small firm. The small 
partnership helped me to develop my own up 
and coming practice. I learned to find my own 
clients. I grew this from two lawyers to a five-
lawyer firm.
“My advice to high school students thinking 
about law as a career, is to study history, 
mathematics and languages. If you don’t like 
reading and writing then law is not the right 
career for you. University students should keep 
their studies as general as possible and only 
start specializing in your last year. At this early 
stage, you are not sure which branch of the 
law will be the most interesting for you, and 
therefore which you should choose. Keep your 
options open until the last opportunity.
“Once you are a brand new qualified lawyer 
then it is time to experience every branch of 
the law you can, until you find what interests 
you. Good lawyers are made from well-
rounded people.”
In 1996 Gordon was appointed as the Coroner 
for Hamilton, which he did as part of his legal 
practice. He was the first Maori to be appointed 
full time as a Coroner. 
To be appointed a Coroner you must qualify 
as a lawyer and have at least five years 
experience. Working as a litigator and dealing 
with medico-legal issues would be helpful.
q

I Never Thought
I’d be a

Coroner
Gordon Matenga

Coroner.Matenga@justice.govt.nz
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Dineen Grantham left law school 
and went straight into private 
practice.  Dineen and her husband 

Michael, are now directors of a law 
practice in Taupo with a branch in 
Hamilton. 
Dineen explains, “Initially I wanted to be 
a teacher and while I was studying for my 
Bachelor of Education degree I was privileged 
to hear a woman that had been a teacher, 
who had then become a lawyer, and then a 
psychologist. 
“I was very interested in the lecture she gave 
and at the time, I was also becoming interested 
in children’s rights and education law.  The 
experience made me think it through and it 
was by chance that I met Rob Joseph, who 
was, from recollection completing his doctoral 
studies, at Waikato University law school. 
“Even though I really wanted to be a school 
teacher all my life up until that point, I 
realized other doors could open for me with 
a law degree.  I filled out an application and 
was accepted. My first year of law was 1999, 
the same year that I completed my Bachelor 
of Education with honours – I was a mature 
student at 31.
“For me, getting a law 
degree gave me an entirely 
new set of skills and opened 
up different doors.  That I 
had not even considered 
at the beginning.  As an 
example, I never intended 
to ‘practice’ law, rather I 
wanted to pursue the life of 
an academic in the area of 
children’s rights.  However, 
in my last year of law school 
a particular professor who 
was extremely passionate 
about her field of law, 
sparked an interest and here 

I am today.
“There are also lots of legal graduates that 
don’t work in a law based capacity.  They cross 
over into such areas as business management, 
policy writing, they may be an assistant in a 
government ministry or possibly even become 
a politician,” she adds.
After Dineen’s graduation from law school 
she joined two law firms Michelle Cecile 
(Whakatane) was one and Till Henderson King 
(Hamilton), along the way before heading out 
on her own; and then subsequently forming 
a firm with her husband. Dineen’s main focus 
has been on family law, however over the years 
she has become a little more general.   
“My advice to possible law students is:  Go 
to university and follow your dreams, but be 
prepared for your interests to mature and 
maybe even change, stay flexible for any 
diversion that may take your interest.”

3 Pathways You can Choose with a Legal 
Degree:

1  Private Practice – in a firm with other 
lawyers or in a sole practice

2  In-house Council -
Public Sector, eg. Lawyer that 
works for CYPF.
Private Sector, eg. Lawyer 
that is Head Legal Council for 
Air NZ.
{You need a practicing 
certificate (admission to the 
bar) for either of these two 
categories.}

3  Other - (Not an in-house 
council or lawyer but they are 
utilizing their law degree in a 
different profession) A policy 
writer, or a mediator, teacher/

lecturer. q

Dineen Grantham

Grantham Law

Dineen Grantham
dineen@granthamlaw.co.nz

mailto:dineen@granthamlaw.co.nz
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1 HIGH SCHOOL
Keep your subjects general and specialize later

2 MISSION?
Serve a mission. Law firms want to start 
someone off with them that has had some life 
experience, as opposed to a fresh graduate 
with just a law degree.  It is common among 
LDS lawyers for them to say that their mission 
experience helped them get their first start. 

3 SELECT A LAW SCHOOL
Almost any law school will do in New Zealand: 
Auckland, Waikato, Victoria, Canterbury or 
Otago. 
5 things should remain uppermost:
1) Living Costs: Consider the distance between 
where you will study and where your family or 
support network is.  A larger distance means 
more travel cost and/or less support.
2) The Strength of the Church:  Canterbury and 
Otago would have the least number of LDS.
3) If you are on your own you are going to need 
all the help you can get.
4) Support Groups: If you are Maori or 
Polynesian there are support groups that 
are there to assist those interest groups 
and locations set aside with supporting 
associations.
5) LDS Students Association:  Most universities 

6 SUMMER CLARK JOBS

7 OFF TO THE JOB MARKET

8 CREATE A WORK/LIFE BALANCE

also have an LDS students association, which 
is tied in with the LDS Seminary and Institutes 
Department.  Each institute director calls a 
student representative and they organize 
activities.

4 KEEP YOUR SUBJECT CHOICE AS GENERAL 
AS POSSIBLE
You need to get a variety of experience.  So try 
every branch of the law without focusing on 
one particular area. You need to try things out 
before you judge them as ‘not being for you’.  
Try to get some information, in order to receive 
inspiration.
Once you leave university you’ll see they were 
only teaching you how to look at a subject 
from a legal point of view.

5 MAKING THE LEAP INTO LAW

Your Pathway  to Success

https://www.leap.vic.edu.au/students/law/getting-started


I had a strong 
sense of 

public duty

Jonathan Down
judge.down@justice.govt.nz

“I have enjoyed my time in the legal 
profession, prosecuting crime and 
defending accused persons who 
find themselves in the very worst of 
circumstances,” says Jonathan Down, 
District Court Judge.
Jonathan began his career in law as a police 
officer. However, when he was injured in a road 
accident, he had early retirement thrust upon 
him.  So he went to law school and became a 
barrister, practicing in the Midland and Oxford 
Area in England.  “I had a strong sense of 
public duty,” he adds.
Jonathan spends most days in court. Each day 
can vary, but an average day might include 
preliminary hearings, sentencing, judge alone 
trials, or jury trials.  
“Judges are appointed from the senior ranks 
of the legal profession. Either barristers in 
private practice or solicitors from senior roles 
in law firms or government service.  Most have 
significant litigation experience in practice, so 
if you have judicial ambitions, litigation with 
lots of court experience is a good option. 
“In England the choice you make between 
barrister or solicitor, can largely determine 
whether the ‘bench’ will be an option for 
the future.  In New Zealand, with a fused 
profession, that option is open to a much 
higher proportion of the profession. 
“Legal skills, education, experience, leadership, 
reputation and standing in the profession, 
are all essential elements in preparing an 
individual for selection as a judge. More than 
anything else personal integrity and a good 
work ethic are key,” he concludes. q

13



14

“The idea of being a lawyer came 
to me over a period of time.  
I saw lots of injustice in the 

world and I thought that if I could be a 
lawyer, that would be the best way to 
make a difference," says Rahui Katene.
Rahui is a legal consultant and works with 
small businesses to help them follow their 
legal obligations.  Her daughter is also a lawyer 
and works in treaty claims.  Rahui works with 
her daughter on occasion.
“Law is a great profession; if you work hard 
it will look after you.  It was very tough at 
the beginning, the hours and the work are 
demanding.  For example, the first five months 
of my work I was living in Wellington and 
involved in a case in Auckland, so I travelled to 
Auckland during the week and came home on 
weekends."
Rahui explains, “I have only ever worked in 
small firms.  I didn’t want to get lost in a big 
organisation.”  Rahui has been involved with 
treaty claims for a while as a lawyer, a policy 
analyst and as a manager for the Crown Forest 
Rental Trust. 
Rahui was a member of parliament from 
2008 to 2011, representing the Māori Party 

I Could Make a 
Difference in the World

in the seat of Te Tai Tonga.  After her time in 
parliament, Rahui went back to consulting 
again.  

Sister Rahui’s Advice to LDS:
•  Go for a well-rounded degree and skill set.  
Don’t specialize to early.  Keep yourself open 
to all opportunities.
•  Never say no to an opportunity.  If someone 
asks you to do something and you are not sure 
how to do it, just say ‘yes’, then figure out how 
to do it.
•  Always ask for help - don’t try to be a loner.
• Always know what your values are and set 
up your boundaries.  Review your boundaries 
regularly.
• Be tolerant of other people’s decision-
making.  Don’t judge people.  

“Don’t judge me because I sin differently to 
you.” President Dieter F. Uchtdorf

q

Rahui Katene
rahui.katene@gmail.com



Latter-day Saint Business & Professionals' Association
We support these causes:
• Aspire eMagazine - LDS Business & 

Professionals' News.
• Launching Leaders - We administer this 

12 week financial literacy and leadership 
course in Auckland and Hamilton and 
we are hoping to go NZ wide when we 
have enough local interest in your area. 
Friday Night Seminar Series - Popular 
business training (free) includes;  Sales, 
Marketing, Entrepreneurship, Start an 
Online Biz, Buying Your First Home, Property 
Investment, Wills Trusts & Asset Protection.

We have also sponsored:
• Alyssa Herawani - International Womens 

Basketball.
• Garth Watene - 5 LDS NZ History movies 

see adjacent graphic.
• Graham Smith - Unification of Maori Whakapapa.
• Mentoring - Over 200 Launching Leaders graduates or Friday Night Seminar 

attendees have had or are getting mentoring.

Help us to influence a whole generation of LDS to 
achieve temporal and spiritual success

q $70 LDS-BPA Membership Sign Up - 4 Book Summaries includes free p&p

$35 Annual Membership Renewal - 4 Book Summaries includes free p&p

FOR SALE: Masters of Success Series

Say Goodbye to 
Rejection Package 
$50

CALL MARK IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OR BUY - 07 282 0201

Effective Sales 
Management
$35

Professional 
Selling
$35

Writing & Implementing 
a Marketing Plan
$35

q

Sign up to the LDS-BPA and get the 
Book Summaries 4 Pack as a bonus, free p&p 
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Judges Respect
LDS Lawyers

Brandt Shortland
coroner.shortland@justice.govt.nz
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“Judges respect LDS lawyers 
because they have a pattern 
of being professional and 

trustworthy,” says Brandt Shortland 
a coroner of nine years based in the 
Auckland and the North Auckland area.
“Having integrity in the law is huge and will 
contribute to your success more than any other 
attribute.  Not all lawyers have been good 
examples.  However, I am happy to report that 
the level of personal integrity of LDS lawyers 
and there are a number of them in Hamilton, 
has been recognized and valued by the New 
Zealand judiciary. Many leaders and general 
authorities of the LDS Church have been 
lawyers.”
Brandt first became interested in law as a 
profession when he was buying a house 
and needed to get conveyance services.  He 
thought, “that was easy I could do this”.
When Brandt came back from his mission 
during the 80’s he was unsure about his future 
“I couldn’t build anything and I couldn’t fix 
anything. I was working on a Bachelor of 
Social Science and we were building a home in 
Hamilton at the time.  I met the lawyer she was 
wonderful, we went through the process and I 
paid the hefty bill at the end.  I was fascinated 
by it and the seed was planted for me to go to 
law school at the age of 27,” Brandt recounts.
Law is a very wide field and you could get a job 
in a number of areas, for example:
•  Government Departments
•  Law Firms (small to large)
•  In House Lawyer (working for an established 
business)
•  Military
•  Small Business Advice
•  Unions
•  Teaching/Tutoring
•  Research
“Studying law is like studying the gospel it’s 
not hard and you don’t have to be brainy, it’s 
just about working consistently and listening 
carefully.
“When I was in my first year at Auckland Law 
School they had a program where they placed 
you in either a big corporate law firm, or a 
smaller regional law firm, or a government 

department in order to provide experience. 
The program is now called the LEAP program.  
https://www.leap.vic.edu.au/students/law/
getting-started
“The LEAP program gives ‘on the ground 
experience’ to new and aspiring lawyers.  It 
provides an opportunity to work in a firm 
before actually joining one.  I was sent to a 
large corporate firm called Simpson & Grierson 
in Auckland.  I really enjoyed the work in a 
corporate environment, but I knew it wasn’t 
for me.  I wanted the variety, which would 
come from working in a smaller law firm, which 
would give me more opportunities to grow.
“My first real job as a lawyer was working 
for Tom Sutcliffe in New Plymouth at Till, 
Henderson & King.  In a smaller law firm such 
as this was, I knew I’d get more variety than in 
a larger corporate firm.  I thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience and on my first day went to a 
high court trial.  
“In the larger corporate firms (back in the 80’s 
and early 90’s) there was an expectation you 
should join in the firm’s social policy.  That 
meant ‘drinks on Wednesday and Friday nights 
the firm barbeque on a Saturday and there was 
always a half marathon or triathlon looming.
“I was never an ‘A” student, but I got jobs 
because I brought a range of skills, common 
sense and I could relate to people really well.  
Knowledge of the law is great but it means 
nothing if don’t have the ability to relate to 
clients, counsel and judges.
“I really enjoyed New Plymouth but my wife 
and I wanted to be in Hamilton to be close 
to family and Church College.  In Hamilton I 
worked for 2 ½ years with Gordon Matenga. 
Then I went out on my own with two others 
and helped set up my own firm called Bogers, 
Scott Shortland where I stayed for seven years.
“What drove me was the fact that I could help 
people and do it with integrity.  I didn’t want 
to be dishonest in any way at all. LDS lawyers 
in Hamilton at the time had good reputations 
with judges, where they knew that ‘your word 
was your word’.  Having integrity in the law 
is huge. And it’s consistent with being a good 
priesthood holder.
“Through the years I have put my hand in the 
hand of the Lord and I have felt him directing 
my path.” q
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All Lawyers do is 

Speak, Read or Write English

When Keith Thompson was a 
14 year old, Bishop Wally 
Tukukino, invited him 

and other youth to a ‘Bishop Youth 
Discussion’ and discussed with them 
how they might prepare for their future 
working lives. 
Bishop said, “None of you is tall enough to be 
in the NBA so please pick four future vocations 
from my list to make our own short list. I wasn’t 
sure what to put so I wrote 1) Medical Doctor, 
2) Accountant, 3) Vet, 4) Lawyer."
Keith crossed off the first three choices for 
various reasons and followed law.  By the time 
he was 15 years old, he knew he wanted to be 
a lawyer.  At present Keith is Associate Dean 
at the University Notre Dame School of Law in 

Sydney, and he reflects on what got him 
to this point.
Keith explains, “Anyone who has 
prepared themselves well with lots 
of English (reading, writing and 
comprehension) and perhaps History, 
can do law
“I started out in an Auckland firm 
‘Fortune Manning’. I was lucky to 
get that job in my first year out of 
university.  I stayed there for 12 years 
going from clerk, to lawyer, to partner. 
I was also the Auckland Harbour Stake 
President by the end.  
“Then the Church asked me to move 
to Australia to be their International 
Legal Counsel for the Pacific, looking 
after their work in 26 countries.  At first 
I didn’t want to go but I was persuaded, 
and worked in that role for 18 years. 
During that time I also served a term as 
a Mission President.
“And then in 2009, I was asked to go to 
Africa (I could also speak French) and 
I became the Church’s Legal Counsel 

there in 37 countries for another two years.
“Along the way I had earned a doctorate and I 
had visions of teaching.  So here I am, teaching 
in the twilight of my career living the dream, 
helping run a law school which is also a place 
where religious faith is celebrated.
“Anyone thinking of following a career path 
into teaching law, at a high level, in the English 
(not American) part of the world, will need a 
good grade point average and a PhD in law. 
Publications in peer-reviewed journals don’t 
hurt either.  Our Dean won’t appoint anyone as 
a law teacher without at least three years legal 
experience in the real world,” he concludes. 
q

Keith Thompson
keith.thompson@nd.edu.au

 ...that is the core skill
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“When I was nine years old I knew I 
wanted to be a lawyer,” explains Jared 
Ormsby. 
“After seeing a courtroom scene on ‘L.A. Law’ 
(an American TV legal drama series that played 
out on our TV screens in the late 80’s and early 
90’s) I thought it looked like fun.”
Jared adds, “When I mentioned this to my 
parents they strongly encouraged me to pursue 
law as a career.”
Jared is currently the National Managing 
Partner of Wynn Williams and a Partner in the 
firm's Litigation & Dispute Resolution team. 
He is an expert in complex litigation and in 
appellate work. 
Jared litigates for a number of New Zealand’s 
largest organisations and has appeared as 
counsel in the Privy Council and the Supreme 
Court of New Zealand on four occasions.
“It’s a great caree choice,” he adds.  “A person 
thinking of law needs to remember that it can 
be very stressful and you need to be really sure 
that it’s what you want.  Law as a profession 
aligns with our LDS ethical obligations and 
gives lawyers the opportunity to do much good 
in the community.  I get satisfaction from using 

my influence to do good.”
Jared did a five-year double degree in 
commerce and law at Canterbury University. 
In the middle of his degree he took a break 
to serve a mission in Japan where he learned 
skills in personal organization, and the ability 
to persuade.
In the course of a national mock court 
competition, his team won and as a result 
the president of the Canterbury District Law 
Society offered him a job at Wynn Williams 
where he is now. 
“My mission helped me significantly.  I 
was able to develop the soft skills needed 
in dealing with people from different 
backgrounds, behaviours, and cultures in what 
might be the most stressful period in their 
lives.  Wynn Williams recognized this in me 
and has treated me very well, as these soft 
skills give a person the advantage in tight 
situations.
“Principles that have blessed my life are 
to ‘Work Smart and Keep the Sabbath Day 
Holy. These have enabled me to stay close 
to my values in what is a very competitive 
environment.”  

“Being a disciple of Jesus Christ is not an 
effort of once a week or once a day.  It is 

an effort of once and for all.”
President Dieter F. Uchtdorf.

“There are not many careers now, where you 
can start out at the bottom of an organization 
and work your way up to be an owner.  Work 
hard, earn the respect of your partners and 
sooner or later your leadership skills will be 
noticed and opportunity will knock.” q

Jared Ormsby
jared.ormsby@wynnwilliams.co.nz

That looks 
like fun!

Court Room Drama



Law is an Honourable Profession

“As a mother with two little girls 
my husband Gary encouraged 
me to “Consider doing some 

study” while I was at home.  As a Bank 
Manager there was a real possibility 
that he might be made redundant due 
to a bank takeover.  Thankfully 35 years 
on he remains still employed and due to his 
encouragement I was able to complete a law 
degree,” says Soraya Barker.
Soraya states, “In the mid-1990s I was heavily 
involved with the Tuhikaramea Te Kohanga Reo 
in Temple View.  The Kaiwhakahaere/Manager, 
Celia Hawea, encouraged staff and parents 
alike to seek higher education (Celia continues 
to be my mentor to this very day).  
“Subsequently, I attended a seminar where 
the guest speakers were Maori lawyers.  I 
found them inspiring and came away seriously 
considering law as a profession.  My cousin 

was a practicing lawyer at that time and was 
a great example to me.  I really appreciated 
my husband for following the promptings to 
encourage me to study.  I am so grateful that I 
heeded his advice.”
Soraya is in private practice as a solicitor with 
‘Jefferies Law’ in Hamilton.  She has been 
practicing for over 12 years, but there was a 
time when she aspired to sing in the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir.  
“I started my law degree in my late 30s and 
am now in my 50’s.  My dream to sing with the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir was realized when I 
participated in the Virtual Choir at Easter 2016.  
Heavenly Father saw my genuine desire and 
provided a way for me to fulfil it, He certainly 
has a sense of humour,” Soraya laughs.
“I enjoy helping people with their legal 
challenges.  At this time in my life I have no 
desire to be a partner in a firm although people 
have encouraged me to take the next step 

Soraya Barker
soraya@jefferieslaw.co.nz
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in my professional career.  I want instead to 
continue to support my employer, my family 
and to use this time to serve in other ways 
both professionally and within the church and 
community.
“My husband Gary has been a fantastic support 
to me and if you intend on taking up a career in 
law your partner will need to be loving, patient 
and supportive in helping you reach your 
goals,” she adds.
Soraya has many hats and currently serves as 
Primary President in her ward.  During her law 
school years, she also worked the nightshift in 
the Hamilton New Zealand Temple office.
Soraya is still involved with music and sings 
with the Tones of Aotearoa Choir under the 
direction of Sister Lillian Kershaw QSM.  She 
also sings in a band called ‘SGLive’ with all 
band members being temple patrons and close 
friends.  Soraya has served on the New Zealand 
Maori Law Society/Te Hunga Roia Maori Board 

and also various New Zealand Law Society 
committees including ‘Admissions’.  She was 
until March 2016 Chair of the Reuben Clark 
Law Society New Zealand Hamilton Chapter.  
Her husband Gary and their children Yasmin 
and Brooke Sadler, and Ysatis and Ati Leafa 
along with their little ones, continue to bring 
much joy into her life as she prepares for High 
Court and District Court hearings, resolves 
employment, immigration, trusts, estates, 
Wills, conveyancing, ACC and insurance 
matters.  
Life is full and both Soraya and Gary 
acknowledge the value of education.  Their 
daughter Yasmin has a degree in Occupational 
Therapy and daughter Ysatis is halfway 
through her law degree.  Most importantly 
Soraya recognises the hand of the Lord in all 
that she has achieved and looks forward to 
continue to serve in this honourable profession 
in whatever capacity necessary. q

Delegates of the J Reuben Clark Law Society's Asia Pacific Conference in Hamilton, 5th June 
2016, taken on the steps of the New Zealand Temple.
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My Mission Prepared Me 
for Life as a Diplomat

“I chose law because 
I wanted to work 
at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs & 
Trade (MFAT) and 
from what I had read 
on their website, 
they preferred 
candidates with a 
degree in law or 
economics, so I did 
both,” says Pita 
Cammock, who goes 
by his first name 
Robert at work.
“My backup plan just in case that didn’t work, 
was to work as a lawyer, because I liked the 
analytical aspect of legal work.”
Pita is currently assigned at the New Zealand 
Embassy in Riyadh (Saudi Arabia) where he is 
the Deputy Ambassador.  As a New Zealand 
diplomat he works all over the world to 
promote and protect New Zealand’s interests 
overseas.  “At the moment that means 
promoting trade connections between Saudi 
Arabia and New Zealand.  That includes looking 
after New Zealanders in Saudi Arabia and 
making sure our political relationship there is 
strong,” he adds.
“As a teenager, I knew I always wanted a job 
where I travelled a lot.  Once I started my 
degree and did a little research, I realized that 
working for the foreign ministry would be a 
great way for me to work overseas.”
An average day for Pita, if he has a New 
Zealand Government Minister visiting, is 
ensuring that the Minister is well briefed 
and prepared for his meetings with Saudi 
counterparts.  
If Pita is not dealing with a Minister’s visit he 
might be writing a report on how New Zealand 
businesses are doing there, or perhaps a report 

on the political situation.  
His day may also include 
going out and meeting 
with diplomats or 
locals and getting their 
thoughts and opinions 
on how New Zealand is 
doing in Saudi Arabia.

Pita's advice to those 
wanting to work for 
the foreign ministry 
is:
•  Get good grades at 
school

•  Study hard – minimum requirement is 
‘honours’
Pita goes on, “There are few careers these 
days that can be ‘life long’.  But the thing I 
like about being a diplomat is that you move 
around a lot and do a lot of different things.”  
Pita is fluent in English, Tagalog and Arabic.  
“My mission in the Philippines influenced 
greatly the future course of my life.  I learned 
I could live overseas, learn a foreign language, 
and if necessary live in difficult environments 
or conditions.  My mission made me confidant 
I could do that.  The issue of my mission came 
up a lot in my job interview.  As a missionary 
I learned how to get along with people even 
when their lifestyle or beliefs are quite 
different to mine. My mission prepared me for 
life as a diplomat”. 
When asked what he had read lately that 
inspired him, Pita replied that, “Adam Miller 
wrote a book called ‘Letters to a Young 
Mormon’.  Miller tells a story of how he prayed 
for 10 days… until his heart broke.  Sometimes 
that’s the effort required to build a relationship 
with God.” 
q

Pita (Robert) Cammock
robert.cammock@mfat.govt.nz
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You Have to Give, to Get
'The Go-Giver' - by Bob Burg & John D. Mann

BOOK REVIEW - by Mark Fantham

The Go-Giver is a story about a 
powerful business idea. Moving 
from an “I” focus to an “others” 

focus is one of the most profitable 
things a business owner can ever do.
It tells the story of an ambitious young man 
named Joe who yearns for success. Joe is a true 
go-getter, but he feels like there is something 
missing and he is not nearly as successful and 
internally fulfilled as he could be.
One day, desperate to land a key sale at the 
end of a bad quarter, Joe seeks advice from 
the enigmatic Pindar, a legendary consultant 
referred to by his many devotees simply as the 
Chairman. 
Over the next week, Pindar introduces Joe 
to some friends of his that are “go-givers:” a 
restaurateur, 
• a CEO, 
• a financial adviser, 
• a real estate broker, 
• and the “Connector,” who brought them all 

together. 
Pindar’s friends share with Joe the 5 Laws of 
Stratospheric Success and teach him how to 
open himself up to the power of giving. 
Joe learns that changing his focus from 
getting to giving - putting others’ interests 
first and continually adding value to their lives 

-ultimately leads to great and unexpected 
returns. 
Imparted with wit and grace, The Go-Giver is 
a heartwarming and inspiring tale that brings 
new relevance to the old proverb “Give, and 
you shall receive.”

The 5 Laws of Stratospheric Success

1 The Law of Value:
Your true worth is determined by how much 
you give in value rather than how much you 
take in payment.

2 The Law of Compensation
Your income is determined by how many 
people you serve and how well you serve 
them.

3 The Law of Influence
Is determined by how abundantly you place 
other people’s interests first.

4 The Law of Authenticity
The most valuable gift you have to offer is 
yourself

5 The Law of Receptivity
The key to effective giving is staying open to 
receiving. 
q
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