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Disclaimer

Laurence Day
Chairman
lkday@internet.co.nz

Ryan Harris 
Exec Member for Finance
ryansharris@gmail.com

Moses Armstrong 
Exec Member LDS Self Reliance NZ 
Country Manager

mosesarmstrong@ldschurch.org

LDS Business & Professionals' 
Association 
PO BOX 48164, Auckland 0600

lds-bpa.org

This eMag is produced by the LDS Business & Professionals Association in 
New Zealand.  It’s focus is to inform, motivate and inspire.  It is not an official 
publication of the LDS Church, and any news and opinions expressed are those 
of the authors or editor.

   lds business & Professionals association board
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   letter from CHAIRMAN

Marco Fantham 
Editor 
markfantham@gmail.com

021 0675710

EDITORS NOTE

“Failures often 
happen to those 
who push the limits. 
Success comes to 
those who get back 
up again and carry 
on.” 
LISA TAMATI - Kiwi and Ultra 
Endurance Athlete
lisatamati.com

Lisa Tamati
Running The Jordanien 

Desert 

168km 
non-stop, 

2013.

The LDS-BPA represents a forum for LDS 
members to be connected and involved with 
one another outside Sunday meetings.  We 

have a national organisation, a Hamilton chapter 
and are looking now to establish an Auckland 
Chapter.  LDS-BPA represents an opportunity for 
members to be mentored in strengthening their 
careers, professions or businesses.  In NZ it has 
sponsored the life-changing program Launching 
Leaders and locally has run the popular and 
informative ‘Friday Night Seminars’.  It has also 
created an opportunity for members to ‘give 
back’ both by supporting other members and 
giving specific financial contributions to worthy 
causes such as The Whakapapa Trust and young 
LDS sportsmen/women with their overseas’ travel 
expenses. 
Coming up, 2020 is not just an election year 
in NZ.  This year New Zealanders will have the 
opportunity to vote on two referenda with serious 
moral implications: The legalisation of cannabis 
and the legalisation of euthanasia.  While the 
church itself is politically constrained with respect 
to addressing these issues, the LDS-BPA intends to 
make an informative stand.  For these reasons it is 
important that we build up our database so that 
we can help members make informed decisions 
on such important moral issues. You can help us 
connect with LDS members.

HELP BUILD OUR CONTACT DATABASE 
Click the link below and fill in the contact details 
for your friends and family and LDS acquaintances, 
who would like to receive the Aspire Newsletter/
Magazine (it’s free) and you'll also be connected 
to other Aspirational LDS folk.
It’s been a great year for LDS-BPA.
Looking forward to 2020. Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.

Laurence Day

CLICK HERE

https://www.lisatamati.com/
https://ldsbpawaikato.wildapricot.org/Join-Our-Mailing-List
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EDUCATION WEEK 
Hamilton NZ 2019

Welfare & Self Reliance Services
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STRENGTHENING MARRIAGE & 
FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS 
Parenting in the Last Days
“Come Follow Me” to Seminary
Agency and Mental Health: Some 
Surprising Connections
Success Begins with Listening: 
You, Your Family, Work
Resolving Conflict in Marriage
  
SPIRITUAL AND EMOTIONAL 
WELL-BEING 
Reaching Out, His Way 
Beware the Double Life
The Cycle of Spiritual Guidance 
Suicide Awareness and Recovery
Put the Pressure on Paper 
Learn to Define Your Destiny 
Without Fear
5 Insane Myths That 
Vex Millennials
How to Identify and Help Those 
with Mental Disorders
Life’s Big Decisions
Be Happier by being Better 
Connected to Others 
Dating for Dummies

Getting and Protecting 
Testimonies in an Era of Hostility 
and Doubt
The Righteous Need Not Fear
Remarkable Parallels: American 
Indian and LDS Rituals 1 & 2

DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP    
Moses and Money on the 
Mountain
Peak Performances are 
Planned and Programmed
Leading Out, His Way
Helping YSAs Reach their Full 
Potential
How to Develop Leadership & 
Management Skills
Top Tips to Become a 
Highly Effective Communicator
Become the Leader that People 
Want to Follow

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
How to Keep Healthy & Active in 
Your Senior Years
Godliness, Key to Healthiness
Change Your Eating Mindset to 
Live 

Signature Strengths for a Fuller, 
Happier Life

EDUCATION, FINANCIAL 
SECURITY, AND BUSINESS 
A Good Education & Meaningful 
Employment
Family Trusts: How Can They 
Protect Our Assets
How to Get a Banker to Say Yes
Personal Leadership and 
Business
How to Get a New Business to 
Market with Partnerships, Fast
The 5 Top Things to Look for 
in Buying a Business
Get Smart Marketing Results with 
Online Techniques
Practical University Hacks
Avoiding Unnecessary Financial 
Risk
Navigating Graduate Education in 
the US
Every Pathway Starts Off with a 
Vision
The Power of Innovation
Real-Life, Must-Do Tips for a 
Successful Startup

2019 Topics:
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Education Week 2019

SOME CLASSES WERE IN PERSON AND SOME LIVE STREAMED
Opening Devotional (live-streamed) Sun 27 Oct
Presentations (streamed only) Mon 28 Oct - Thu 31 Oct
In-person Presentations and Workshops Fri 1 Nov - Sat 2 Nov
Closing Devotional (live-streamed) Sun 3 Nov

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u2hOJlAwGnM

Elder Ian S Ardern invited you to 
come lift, and be lifted
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"BEWARE THE DOUBLE LIFE"
One of the classes Ginger and Steve Hitz taught at Education 
Week 2019.
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Living Legend James W Ritchie (US)
At Education Week NZ 2019.  An original founder of 'Launching 
Leaders') retired at 35, but started life with a self image of being 
a 'Limping, Stuttering, Chicken Farmer, Kid'.

That's what we discovered 
when I worked at Franklin 
Covey.  Most training is just 
a lot of words and doesn't 
really change your life.  
However, we also discovered 
that some training does 
work.  So we started piecing 
together the bits that did, 
and it evolved..."

"Most training 
doesn't work, 
because it 
doesn't empower 
people.  



11

I was a limping stuttering kid.  I had a lot of friends, but I 
always tried to cover up how frightened I was about life.

At the age of one I got polio and that caused a limp. At the age 
of two I could speak, but I stuttered.  I thought of myself as the 
'Limping, Stuttering, Chicken Farmer Kid'.
At 17 years of age I was debating whether I should go on a mission 
or not.  I tried to cover up my limitations, but I realized how badly I 
needed support.  I needed to have people guide me with advice and 
support.  That did happen and my self-confidence was boosted.
I got to say it was tough wanting to be The Quarterback on the 
football team, but only being able to be, an occasional spectator.  Or, 
wanting to be The Captain of the debating team and barely being 
able to get the words out.  I was really struggling with whether I’d 
ever be able to be a missionary and be successful.
Thank goodness along the way there are people that impact your 
life.  I studied Anthropology at the University of Utah and there 
was this professor visiting from the East.  He was anti-Church, anti-
God and a chain-smoker, but he was brilliant and convincing.  I was 
taught about the age of the earth and where dinosaurs came from.  I 
started to buy into it and doubt the faith, I had been taught.
Marion Tree a high school principal asked me to go home and pull 
out my Patriarchal Blessing.  And, when I read it this is what it said:  

When I read that I shuddered.  It was just such a climactic 
experience to have such prophetic words give to me.  The next day 
after my anthropology class I went across the road and signed up 
for a class by Marion D Hanks, which was the 'Life and Teachings of 
Christ'.  I don’t have any answers about dinosaurs and the age of the 
earth, but I realized you have to give equal time.  But, since I have 
given ‘equal time’ I don’t care anymore.  And since then, I have never 
had a doubting day again.
He then walked me right to the mission office and two months later I 
was on a mission in Scotland.

“In the pursuit of your education, you will come across the so called ‘theories of men’ 
that; if you are not careful, will dissuade you from the truth.  But, if you give equal 

time to the things of the spirit you will be, ok.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m3dOXi_dQbM

Money and compound interest
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Launching Leaders is an innovative online and in-person course, 
designed to help you create your future. It focuses on personal 
development and leadership principles, powered by faith. 

Topics include identifying your core values, planning your life, 
developing positive habits, effective mentorship, living congruent 
(not living a double life), and financial fitness. The course is rich 
in video, is highly interactive, and is built for mobile and other 
platforms. Plus you can interact with other participants taking the 
course in a live group.

WHAT YOU GET WITH THE COURSE:
• A process for planning your life
• A method for developing your core values
• An approach for adopting mentors
• Action steps for “The Formula” 
• An assessment on whether you’re living a double life
• An exercise to identify positive habits
• A plan for becoming financially fit
• Ideas for giving back – now

Launching Leaders was on display at Education Week.  Launching Leaders is the first 
ever ‘3rd Party Course’ offered online by BYU.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ig2T0B-p_9U

Launching Leaders Promo
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Do Launching Leaders for 
$99USD

Free if you are LDS

Jim Ritchie is the father of some of these principles, 
having taught them throughout the world in his 
philanthropy and mission work.

He gave us (Ginger and I) those principles when we adopted him 
as a mentor. He moved into our valley in California at the age of 
35 with his wife Carolyn and eight children having retired after 
outstanding business success, and deciding it was time to spend all 
of their time giving back.
I really wanted to know how he could retire at age 35. I boldly 
approached him and he was gracious enough to allow me to 
adopt him as our mentor.  So he gave me some of the ‘Formula for 
Success’.  He started me off reading great books, studying great 
lives and step by step, I went through the process he was teaching 
all over the world. He didn’t know we were taking lots of notes. We 
started adding to the principles to make them our own.
Then our lives parted as our family moved out of California and he 
and his family went on to serve other missions.  Later when we met 
up at BYU Hawaii, he was heading the Entrepreneurial Centre there.  
He invited us to come over and share the story of our growing and 
now successful company.
I told the story and I wove into it the principles that he had taught 
us, he didn’t know we were going to do that.  After my talk, with 
tears streaming down his face Jim said

“It works… 'The Formula' really works!” ...

Meet the Founders of 
Launching Leaders

The Four Founders of Launching Leaders:  Terry Pitts, Steve 
Hitz, James Ritchie (US) and Laurence Day (NZ).
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We thought to ourselves, “Why don’t we try to package these 
gems so other people can benefit.  We gathered around in a board 
room at BYU-H, and Terry Pitts (who joined us on a conference 
call) said lets call it ‘Launching Leaders!’”- and so it was born.
Because of Jim’s great connections to our Kiwi friends (having 
served as an institute director in Hamilton), it was decided that 
New Zealand would be the perfect place to launch.  With Moses 
Armstrong and Laurence Day at the helm, we could teach 'The 
Formula' to Kiwis.

1. Get up early
2. Work hard
3. Find your oil
4. Get your education
5. Make your mark
6. Prepare to serve/give back

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRdgYroiw0I&feature=youtu.be

Jim explains 'The Formula'
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Terry and his wife 
Mary where called 

to a special Launching 
Leaders mission in New 
Zealand. 
While there they developed 
and implemented the first 
Launching Leaders class.  
Their service in getting this 
started, was inspired and 
the founders of Launching 
Leaders (LLWW) regard this 
as the sacred beginning 
of this faith initiative, that 
would someday be taught 
throughout the world.
In the beginning, the course 
encouraged students to 
develop their own entrepreneurial ideas, along the way as they 
incorporated the principles from Launching Leaders.

They would develop a business plan with their mentors 
and give a presentation on how their idea would change 

the world. 

We also had a panel of judges from all over the world including; 
myself and Ginger, Hyrum Smith, Jim Ritchie, Moses Armstrong, 
Terry and Mary Pitts, Richard Ball and Laurence Day to name a few.  
The presentations would culminate in prizes for first, second and 
third.
From that experience we took what Terry and Mary Pitts had 
developed and continued to professionalize and enhance the 
course.  We then brought Launching Leaders back to Fort Collins 
Colorado, and introduced it to a Young Single Adult group.
Michael Leonard was one of the speakers in the Fort Collins class 
and fell in love with the program.  It was a great success, as many 
young adults were blessed and began to create a future they had 
only imagined previously.
We decided to write a book to encapsulate these principles.  It’s 
title was 'The Ministry of Business'.  Michael helped edit and 
promote the book.  Michael also had a vision of taking the course 
global and also to take it inter-faith.  Michael pointed out, “These 
principles are not just applicable to our religion, but they are also 
applicable to all young people of any religion, or even no religion.”
What Michael pointed out really felt right to all of us - truly 
inspired.  At this time in 2015, Michael became our first Executive 
Director of Launching Leaders Worldwide, as we became an official 
philanthropic organization...

Meet Terry & Mary Pitts (US)
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We then wrote a new book 'Launching Leaders: An Empowering 
Journey for a New Generation', in both a Christian and Inter-faith 
version.  This is the book that now accompanies a twelve week on-
line curriculum.
Michael has helped position our program in the market for all faiths.
Now we are on four continents and we have a curriculum that is 
online, with the new book.  The course is being taught in many 
countries now, including England, in the Catholic Chaplaincy 
with several faiths attending.  Steve’s vision for the future is that 
Launching Leaders could be a standard course, taught in many 
universities all over the world, and offered to youth, in many 
churches.  The principles taught are not really owned by any 
particular faith, as the principles are available to all. q

Steve Hitz 
steve@hitzfinancialgroup.com

Steve Hitz 
(US)  - 

author of 
LAUNCHING 
LEADERS AN 

EMPOWERING 
JOURNEY 

FOR A NEW 
GENERATION
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Laurence Day was involved with starting over a dozen 
companies from scratch and also manages his own real 

estate portfolio.
Although starting with a science background it didn’t take Laurence 
long to get into the business side of things.  Having been involved 
with a number of start-up companies, he is only too aware of the 
mistakes that can be made in the start-up phase.
For the past twenty years Laurence has also had experience 
reviewing and mentoring different business proposals as to their 
viability.
In his seminars he makes liberal use of stories and anecdotes from 
his own experience. “I tell it warts and all” says Laurence, “that way 
you can avoid making the mistakes I did.
"Being Entrepreneurial is not about get rich quick schemes, it’s 
about learning and applying the principles of financial success.”  q

https://youtu.be/7VuxJzLJlmw

Meet Laurence Day (NZ)
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Education Week Testimonials

ROSELENE WALKER
"I enjoyed education week very much.  A lot 
of planning went in to making it not only an 
educational experience, but spiritual as well. 
The many presenters were fantastic covering 
a wide range of topics from health, leadership, 
strengthening marriages and families, to spiritual 
and emotional wellbeing.  I look forward to the next 
New Zealand Education Week."

STEVE COX
"Yes, I was impressed.  There was a good turn 
out, about 250-300 people.  There was a wide 
selection of topics and accomplished presenters.  
And, there seemed to be a great 'buzz' of 
approval going on among the attendees. 
The stand out class for me was the 'Protecting 
Your Testimony and Facing Your Fears'."

Daniel
Wong

Cancy
Redmond

https://youtu.be/yiUhVjCgrlM

https://youtu.be/RMI_0Jotvq4

Education Week 

TestimonialsTestimonials
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Education Week Hamilton, NZ 2019 - Gallery
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Want an army of followers to sell to?
Want  more followers, subscribers, clients and customers using targeted content in your blogs, 
email, posts, website, App etc.  Not enough time in the day?  Need an explainer video? Maybe 

you need a website up and running? Got a digital publication in mind?  

Call for a free, no obligation chat: 

 
Marco Fantham  - 021 067 5710 

Want to buy or sell your business?

Advertising:

https://vimeo.com/259521686


